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SUBJECT: SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR PROGRAM: POSSIBLE WEAPONS 
ASPECT 

1 . DURING COURSE CASUAL DINNER CONVERSATION WITH POLITICAL 
COUNSELOR MUNN ON EVENING AUGUST 20, JOHANN ZYLSTRA, RETIRED 
MILLIONAIRE BUILDING CONTRACTOR IN HIS SEVENTIES, PAST PRE- 
SIDENT OF BUILDING INDUSTRY COUNCIL AND CONSULTANT TO SAG, 

WAS ENUMERATING MAJOR PROJECTS HE HAD CARRIED OUT DURING 
HIS CAREER. AMONG THESE HE MENTIONED THAT HE HAD BEEN A PRIME 
CONTRACTOR FOR THE PELINDABA NUCLEAR CENTER. 

2. ZYLSTRA SAID THAT DURING THE COURSE OF WORK AT PELINDABA, 

THE GOVERNMENT HAD ASKED HIM TO UNDERTAKE ONE OF THE MOST 
DIFFICULT JOBS HE HAD EVER HAD. HE HAD BEEN OBLIGED TO "GO 
STRAIGHT DOWN FORTY-FIVE METERS THROUGH SOLID ROCK, THEN 
ONE-HUNDRED-EIGHTY METERS HORIZONTALLY, AND ANOTHER FORTY- 
FIVE METERS BACK UP TO THE SURFACE, ALL THROUGH SOLID ROCK". 
ZYLSTRA ADDED THAT AN ENORMOUS AMOUNT OF EXCAVATION HAD BEEN 
INVOLVED, ADDING "IT WAS THE TOUGHEST JOB I HAVE EVER DONE, 

BUT IT WAS ESSENTIAL FOR OUR WEAPONS PROGRAM." ZYLSTRA CON- 
TINUED WITHOUT PAUSE, MENTIONING SEVERAL OTHER LARGE PROJECTS 
WHICH HAD GIVEN HIM A SENSE OF REAL ACCOMPLISHMENT. 

3. CIRCUMSTANCES DID NOT PERMIT FURTHER EXPLORATION OF THE 
TOPIC, WHICH IN ANY EVENT WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY HAVE TRIG- 
GERED IMMEDIATE WARINESS. PERHAPS ERDA EXPERTS CAN ASSESS 
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OTHER KNOWLEDGE ABOUT PELINDABA TO DETERMINE WHETHER THIS 
WAS REQUIRED BY PRESENT REACTOR INSTALLATION OR IS PART OF 
BROADER PROGRAM. 
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